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Church Union in Ceylon. J/ie Cevion Methodist Church Record, 
March, 1951, in its Synod News, contributed by the Rev. E. Lb. 
Robinson, says inter alia that in the Synod °* ‘there was a long 
debate on the place of Bishops in the confirmation service. Mr. 
QO. T. F. Senaratne said that no special place should be reserved 
tor the Bishop, but that he should have some part in the service. .. 

Let the Bishop pronounce the benediction,’ he said. 
‘“Many ministerial members of Synod wished to safeguard 
their right as ministers, to receive the confirmation candidates 


_ they had themselves trained. In the end the Synod finally 


resolved by a large majority ‘to accept an amendment to the 
Scheme . . . to make it. possible in the proposed united Church 
for Presby ters to confirm candidates * although this function will 
normally be exercised. by Bishops ’. 

‘ The Rev. George A. F. Seni iratne spoke at some iength on the 
subject of the Church’s attitude to the re-marriage of divorced 
persons whose previous partners were still living. As the present 
draft of the Scheme stands the solemnization of such re-marriages 
(in Church) is prohibited, although there is provision for a service 
of blessing to be conducted (in Church) soon after the civil 
ceremony. 


/ 
Be 


‘Mr. Senaratne said that he was not satisfied with that, 
however, and moved that the Scheme be amended on this point 
to allow exceptions in hard cases... His resolution read: ‘In 
order to uphold the ideal of life-long obligation, which is taught 
in the New Testament, the Church of Lanka shall not solemnize 
the marriage of anyone whose partner by a previous marriage is 
still living, except in special cases where the Bishop and the 
appropriate Church Courts are satisfied that the circumstances 
warrant exceptional treatment.’ 

‘“ After a thorough and interesting debate .. . the amendment 
was put to the Synod and was carried by 62 voting for, 43 against.”’ 

* * * * * 


‘¢ The Church of South India "’ is the title of a paper read to the 
Ruri-Decanal Chapter of Northleach, Gloucester, by the Rev. C. 
Beaufort Moss, D.D. The paper is a valuable summary of facts 
regarding the Church of South India and its relations with the 
Anglican Communion, and. sets out clearly the reasons why we 
are unable to be in communion with the new body. Typescript 
copies may be had for 1s. od., post free, from the Rev. R. T. 
Barnett, Horsley. Vicarage, Stroud, Glos. 

* * * * 


The C.D.C.P. Accounts for 1950 have now been audited and may 


be summarized as follows:— 


Recetfts 
Faith and Unity _... 372 
Donations, collections, etc. ote 508 
| 
£918 

Payments 

Secretary—Salary and Expenses. 319 
Travelling Expenses—Council and Representativ I4I 
Day of Prayer—Printing and Advertising a pis 54 
Fath and Unity—Printing and Distribution ... 215 

Balance to 1951... AS 
{918 

* * * 


The Index on page 275 closes our second volume. We have 

made it as full as the small space available would allow, and, 
where a Pointer on any subject gives a reference to another page, 
gnly the first reference—to the Pointer-—is given in the Index. 
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REUNION 


Notes of a Lecture by the Rev. Fr..Raynes, C.R., 
at a Summer School (concluded) : 


These divisions are deadly wounds in the Body of Christ. 

_You cannot heal a wound by putting a piece of sticking-plaster 
over it and pretending it is not there. A federation of traditions 
is not a restoration of the unity of Christ’s Body. We are some- 
times told—and there is a certain truth in it—that each division 
has a fragment of the Truth and that if we could all get together 
we should be putting.tegether the broken fragments of the Truth 
—like putting together a jig-saw puzzle—and that that is all that 
is necessary. Kut that overlooks the tremendous and important 
fact that, though it may be true that each schism has a portion 
of the Truth, they also have a hard core of error ; so we cannot 

just collect and fit them all together, for they just will not fit. 


TRUTH AND CHARITY 


We have to proceed on the basis that the members of the 
separated bodies are sincere. There is an entirely false idea of 
charity which wants to escape the discipline of truth and simply 
to produce a kind of vague amiability | covered up by such phrases 
as: ‘ We are all going the same way,” etc. It simply is not true : 
but when you say so, you are liable to be accused of lack of 
charity. It is nothing of the sort: ‘to tell the truth is charity. 
We must believe that these people are following the Truth as 
they see it. We may believe them to be in error, but we must 
believe in their sincerity, and we must expect them to believe in 
ours. That is true charity. The love of Truth is part of charity. 

We are sometimes told that all that is required is for these 
separated bodies of Christians to bring into the Church—*‘ the 
Church " being undefined—that which they have to contribute. 
But the truth is that they have nothing to contribute. All that 
is true in the separated traditions is already part of the deposit 
of the tradition of the faith. They cannot contribute it: they 
have received it. 

We do not want uniformity. It is not necessary that we should 

make everyone a good Anglican. We.do not want uniformity : 
we want unity. That is quite a different thing. In the unity of 
the Church there is freedom of the Spirit, and all these ways of 
prayer, etc., which appear to us to be so different, have their 
place in the U nity of the Church. In the Catholic Church there 
is tremendous freedom of the Spirit. — 

Above all, nothing must be done to coerce the conscience of 
any man or by any kind of false impressions to entice people into 
the Church, for both these things are sinful. You must not coerce 
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the conscience of any man, Christian or heathen. That is part 
of the truth. You may think that his conscience is erroneous, 
but only by patience and charity can you hope to enlighten it. 


UNITY IN THE WHOLE FAITH ESSENTIAL 


We are often urged that under the present stress all Christians 
must, somehow or other, present to the world a united front. 
The idea seems to be to find the Lowest Common Denominator, 
and that shall be the faith. That is far removed from the tradi- 
tion of the Catholic Church and the deposit of faith. The diffi- 
culty of it is that such a united front has no back! And when 
the waves of secularism beat against it, it will collapse like a pack 
of cards and the situation will be worse than if you had bodies of 
Christians who whole-heartedly believed in their own traditions. 

Behind any united front there must be unity of faith. We 

“have to get back to the true Church by the very slow and painful 
path of penitence. ee 
' Two things are necessary. (1) ** Be not ashamed to confess 
thy sins’’. Every Christian body has to admit its share in dis- 
unity. We have all got to learn penitence and humility, and it 
is one of the things English people need to learn most. 

(2) ** Force not the course of the river.".. We have to let the 
river go the way God wants it to go, and not try to turn it round ° 
to suit our own ends. In God's time the river will flow back into 
the unity of Christ’s Church, but there is no short cut and man 
eannot force the pace. He tried to force the pace in reforming 
the Church, and caused confusion. -We have to face that fact. 

The Anglican Church has an unique position because, unlike 
other bodies separated from the Catholic Church of the East. and 
West it has maintained the essentials. It has maintained the 
four things ; the Creeds, the Ministry, the Scriptures as taught by 
the Church, and the Sacraments. It is very important to remém- 
ber that this is so. | 

The Catholic Faith is one. The Church in this country claims 
to be the Catholic Church of this country. It is the Catholic 
Church of this country, sorrowfully and regrettably out of com- 
munion with the rest of Western Christendom, except the Old 
Catholics, and with the Eastern Orthodox Churches. 

We have to face the fact that within the primitive deposit and 
tradition of the Christian Faith and order the Pope has a distinct 
place recognized by the Eastern Church, and it is no use trying 
to blink our eyes to that fact. Do not let us be deluded 
by thinking that there is a different kind of Catholicism from 
the Western Catholicism. Western Christendom and Eastern 
Christendom has each something to contribute to the other, 
which it now keeps to itself. So let us face the facts and not try 
to devise some new kind of Church or some new kind of faith ; 


Continued on page 274. 
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CONVOCATION OF CANTERBURY 


The Archbishop of Canterbury in his address to the full Synod 
of the Convocation of Canterbury set himself to allay fears that 
“ they ' have piotted, and are in secret promoting, some plan 
by which the Report, Church Relations in England, would be 
implemented or pushed step by step through Convocation on 
to the Anglican Communion, and so brought a fart accompli to 
the Lambeth Conference when it next meets. 

The reassurance that he gave was categorical. Referring to 
his Cambridge sermon he said : “* I wished to promote discussion ; 
neither then nor now have I ever looked beyond that stage of 
discussions, or tried to formulate what might issue from them ”’ 

He also utterly repudiated the story that there is a plan for 
getting the Report through Convocation without full discussion » 
in the Lower House. 

It cannot be denied that, ever since the launching of the 
South Indian experiment, fears have beefi mounting amongst 
many churchpeople. The “ state of nerves ’’, to which the Arch- 
bishop referred, has been widespread. The utterances. .and 
writings of some bishops have done nothing to allay this “* state 
of nerves "’, and have done much to inflame it. 

Catholics can feel nothing but gratitude for His Grace's impor- 
tant statement. It is much to be hoped that no “ episcopal 
wild men” will, by word or action, undo the good it has done. 


BACK TO TRUE ORCUMENISM ? 
Apart from the allaying of fears, Convocation did something 
this time to encourage the hope that there is beginning to be a 


return towards true oecumenism. In the late nineteen-thirties 
the modern use of the word oecumentsm had taken on a definite 


and quite respectable meaning. The comparatively few who 


used it did not-claim that the oecumenical movement was oecu- 
menical in the sense that the Councils were oecumenical ; their 
claim was that their intention was oecumenical. They aimed at 
the visible unity of Christ's Church (including Rome), and their 
method was prayer and the frank and fearless facing of the 
theological issues involved in working towards this end. 

Later, in this country, the word became popular and debased. 
It seemed that interdenominational relations were increasingly 
dominated by those who did not believe in the frank facing of 
the real issues, but rather wished to evade them, and who, if they 
were not willing to sacrifice their 6Wn principles, were quite 
ready to sacrifice or ignore the printiples of their fellow Church- 
men. The theological realism of Section I at Amsterdam was a 
first indication that sounder views of the oecumenical movement 
were far from dead. 
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At the meeting of Convocation the Bishop of Malmesbury in 


_a brilliant speech seconding the motion ** That His Grace .the 


President be respectfully requested to appoint a Joint Com- 
mittee of Convocation to examine the Statement on 7he ecclesto- 
logical significance of the World Council of Churches ... .’’ made 
an impressive appeal for the recognition of the importance of a 
Catholic element in the World Council. 

Crucial in the document to be considered is this frank state- 


‘ment: ** The member Churches of the World Council consider 


the relationship of other Churches to the Holy Catholic Church 


__ which the Creeds profess as a subject for mutual consideration. 


Nevertheless, membership does not imply that each Church must 
regard the other member Churches as Churches in the true and full 
sensé of the word.’’ (italics mine.) 

The tone of the Archbishop’s address, the Bishop of Malmes- 
bury’s speech, the World Council document, and the Report on 


Relations with the Church of Scotland, all point to a return to a 


truer and less superficial view of oecumenism. 

If this more promising outlook is maintained, it may be possible 
for Catholics to give more time and enthusiasm to real con- 
structive theological work in the cause of reunion, without con- 


Stantly being deflected from this by the need to counter some 


fresh attack on the faith and order of the Church. | 
It is much too soon to suggest that we are out of the wood. 
There are still many masquerading as oecumenical enthusiasts 


in the Church of England who are really pan-protestant in their 


sympathies and have not grasped what real oecumenism means. 
There is still far too little evidence of any widespread recognition 
of the need for a frank theological facing of the differences within 
the Church of England, before we can be in a position to negotiate 
with other bodies. But the last meeting of the Canterbury Con- 


- vocation has.given more ground for sober hope than anything 


that has happened for some time. 
MICHAEL BRUCE, 


Concluded from a 272. 


and let us remember that what is calle d the Lambeth Quadri- 
lateral is not the whole of the Christian deposit and tradition and 
that it cannot be isolated from the rest of the Catholic faith : 
nor can you deal even with those four things in isolation from 
one another. . 

The Church is God's Church. ft is eternal. It has an eternal 
unity. God is One and His Church is one, and into that unity 
we have to get back, and not to try to construct some other thing. 


"This ‘still requires patience, penitence, and- great charity -to- - 


wards those who are in separation from us. 
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